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The amendment document filed on 23 August 2005 is considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the 
requirements of 37 CFR 1.121. In order for the amendment document to be compliant, correction of the following item(s) is 
required. 

THE FOLLOWING MARKED (X) ITEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT: 
03 1 . Amendments to the specification: 

I3 A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings. 
[X] B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined. 
I3 C. Other See Continuation Sheet 

[3 2. Abstract: 

□ A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1.72. 

S B. Other the abstract should be in single paragraph form . 

[2 3. Amendments to the drawings: 

H A. The drawings are not properly identified in the top margin as "Replacement Sheet," "New Sheet," or 
"Annotated Sheet" as required by 37 CFR 1121 (d). 

□ B. The practice of submitting proposed drawing correction has been eliminated. Replacement drawings 

showing amended figures, without markings, in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84 are required. 
I3 C. Other See Continuation Sheet . 

M 4. Amendments to the claims: 

□ A. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present. 

□ B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all pending claims (including withdrawn claims) 

M C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status 
of each claim cannot be identified. Note: the status of every claim must be indicated after its claim 
number by using one of the following status identifiers: (Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), 
(Previously presented), (New), (Not entered), (Withdrawn) and (Withdrawn-currently amended). 

□ D. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order. 
M E. Other: See Continuation Sheet . 

For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP § 714 and the USPTO website at 
http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/dapp/opla/preognotice/officeflver.pdf . 

TIME PERIODS FOR FILING A REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

1 . Applicant is given no new time period if the non-compliant amendment is an after-final amendment or an amendment 
filed after allowance. If applicant wishes to resubmit the non-compliant after-final amendment with corrections, the 
entire corrected amendment must be resubmitted within the time period set forth in the final Office action. 

2. Applicant is given one month, or thirty (30) days, whichever is longer, from the mail date of this notice to supply the 
corrected section of the non-compliant amendment in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121, if the non-compliant 
amendment is one of the following: a preliminary amendment, a non-final amendment (including a submission for a 
request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1 .1 14), a supplemental amendment filed within a suspension 
period under 37 CFR 1.103(a) or (c), and an amendment filed in response to a Quayle action. 

Extensions of time are available under 37 CFR 1.136(a) only if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final 
amendment or an amendment filed in response to a Quayle action. 

Failure to timely respond to this notice will result in: 

Abandonment of the application if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final amendment or an amendment 
filed in response to a Quayle action; or 

Non-entry of the amendment if the non-compliant amendment is a preliminary amendment or supplemental 
amendment. 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. 20051115 
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-324) Application No. 10/631,383 

Continuation of 1(c) Other: The spcification is considered to include new matter not disclosed in the original application. 

Continuation of 3(c) Other: figure 5 is considered to include new matter not included in the application as originally filed. 
Continuation of 4(e) Other: The claims are still narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or operational language. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with patent 
prosecution procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, lack of skill in 
this field usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum protection for the invention 
disclosed. Applicant is advised to secure the services of a registered patent attorney or 
agent to prosecute the application, since the value of a patent is largely dependent upon 
skilled preparation and prosecution. The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or 
agent. 

A listing of registered patent attorneys and agents is available on the USPTO 
Internet web site http://www.uspto.gov in the Site Index under "Attorney and Agent 
Roster." Applicants may also obtain a list of registered patent attorneys and agents 
located in their area by writing to the Mail Stop OED, Director of the U. S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, PO Box 1 450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1 450 

The amendment filed 8/23/05 is non-compliant because the claims, specification 
and drawings are not properly amended. Regarding the specification, the specification 
has not been properly amended, and also appears to include new matter descriptions 
not supported by the original disclosure which is improper. Additionally the specification 
does not appear to follow the proper arrangement. Regarding the claims, the claim 
status identifier should be inserted after the claim number and before the claim text, not 
at the end of the claim. Additionally, the claims have not been properly amended to 
overcome the 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph rejection as set forth in the previous 
office action. Regarding the drawings, applicant's figure 5 includes structure not 
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supported by the original disclosure and is therefore considered to contain improper 
new matter. Attached is MPEP § 714, which discusses the proper manner in which to 
file an amendment. 

Additionally, applicant should submit an argument under the heading "Remarks" 
pointing out disagreements with the examiner's contentions. Applicant must also 
discuss the references applied against the claims, explaining how the claims avoid the 
references or distinguish from them. Applicant is given one month in which to respond. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor Batson whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
6987. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Will can be reached on (571) 272-6998. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

November 1 5, 2005 Victor Batson 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3671 
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B. < Amendments to the Specification 

>Amendments to the specification, other than the claims, computer listings (37 CFR 
1 .96) and sequence listings (37 CFR 1 .825), must be made by adding, deleting or 
replacing a paragraph, by replacing a section, or by a substitute specifications In order 
to delete, replace or add a paragraph to the specification of an application, the 
amendment must unambiguously identify the paragraph to be modified either by 
paragraph number (see MPEP § 608.01), page and line, or any other unambiguous 
method and be accompanied by **>any replacement or new paragraph(s). Replacement 
paragraphs must include markings to show the changes. A separate clean version of 
any 

replacement paragraphs is not required. Any new paragraphs must be presented in 
clean 

form without any markings (i.e., underlining)<. 

Where paragraph numbering has been included in an application as provided in 37 CFR 
1 .52(b)(6), applicants can easily refer to a specific paragraph by number when 
presenting 

an amendment. If a numbered paragraph is to be replaced by a single paragraph, the 
added replacement paragraph should be numbered with the same number of the 
paragraph being replaced. Where more than one paragraph is to replace a single 
original 

paragraph, the added paragraphs should be numbered using the number of the original 
paragraph for the first replacement paragraph, followed by increasing decimal numbers 
for the second and subsequent added paragraphs, e.g., original paragraph [0071] has 
been replaced with paragraphs [0071], [0071 .1], and [0071 .2]. If a numbered 
paragraph is deleted, the numbering of the subsequent paragraphs should remain 
unchanged. 

37 CFR 1 .121(b)(1)(ii) requires that the **>full text of any replacement paragraph be 
provided with markings to show all the changes relative to the previous version of the 
paragraph. The text of any added subject matter must be shown by underlining the 
added 

text. The text of any deleted subject matter must be shown by strike-through except that 
double brackets placed before and after the deleted characters may be used to show 
the 

deletion of five or fewer consecutive characters (e.g., [[eroor]]). The text of any deleted 
subject matter must be shown by being placed within double brackets if strike-through 
cannot be easily perceived (e.g., deletion of the number "4" must be shown as [[4]]). As 
an alternative to using double brackets, however, extra portions of text may be included 
before and after text being deleted, all in strike-through, followed by including and 

underlining the extra text with the desired change (e.g., number 4 as 

number 14 as). 

For added paragraphs, 37 CFR 1 .121(b)(2)(iii) requires that the full text 
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of any added paragraph(s) be presented in clean form without any underlining. 
Similarly, 

under 37 CFR 1 ,121(b)(2)(iv), a marked up version does not have to be supplied for 
any deleted paragraph(s). It is sufficient to merely indicate or identify any paragraph that 
has been deleted. The instruction to delete may identify a paragraph by its paragraph 
number, page and line number, or include a few words from the beginning, and end, or 
the paragraph, if needed for paragraph identifications 

Applicants are also permitted to amend the specification by replacement sections (e.g., 
as 

provided in 37 CFR 1.77(b), 1.154(b), or 1.163(c)). As with replacement paragraphs, 
the amended version of a replacement section is required to be provided **>with 
markings to show all the changes relative to the previous version of the section. The 
text 

of any added subject matter must be shown by underlining the added text. The text of 
any 

deleted subject matter must be shown by strike-through except that double brackets 
placed before and after the deleted characters may be used to show the deletion of five 
or fewer consecutive characters. The text of any deleted subject matter must be shown 
by being placed within double brackets if strike-through cannot be easily perceived< 
Applicants are also permitted to amend the specification by submitting a substitute 
specification, provided the requirements of 37 CFR 1 .125(b) >and (c)< are met. An 
accompanying separate marked up version showing the changes in the specification 
relative to the previous version is also required. 

Any **>previously deleted paragraph or section< can only be reinstated by a 
subsequent 

amendment presenting the previously deleted subject matter. A direction by applicant to 
remove a previously entered amendment will not be permitted. 



C. >< Amendments to the Claims 

**>Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, including 
the 

deletion of an existing claim, or submission of a new claim, must include a complete 
listing 

of all claims in the application. After each claim number, the status of the claim must be 
indicated in a parenthetical expression, and the text of each claim under examination as 
well as all withdrawn claims (each with markings if any, to show current changes) must 
be 

presented. The listing will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims in the 
application. 

(A) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously 
canceled or withdrawn claims, must be given. Status is indicated in a parenthetical 
expression following the claim number by one of the following: (original), (currently 
amended), (previously presented), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), or (not 
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entered). The text of all pending claims under examination and withdrawn claims 
must be submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and not entered 
claims must be listed by only the claim number and status, without presenting the 
text of the claims. 

(B) All claims being currently amended must be presented with markings to 
indicate the changes that have been made relative to the immediate prior version. 
The changes in any amended claim must be shown by strike-through (for deleted 
matter) or underlining (for added matter) with 2 exceptions: (1 ) for deletion of five 
or fewer consecutive characters, double brackets may be used (e.g., [[eroor]]); 
(2) if strike-through cannot be easily perceived (e.g., deletion of number "4" or 
certain punctuation marks), double brackets must be used (e.g., [[4]]). As an 
alternative to using double brackets, however, extra portions of text may be 
included before and after text being deleted, all in strike-through, followed by 

including and underlining the extra text with the desired change (e.g., 

number 4 as 

number 14 as). An accompanying clean version is not required and should not be 
presented. Only claims of the status "currently amended" or "withdrawn" will 
include markings. 

(C) The text of pending claims not being currently amended, including withdrawn 
claims, must be presented in clean version, i.e., without any markings. Any claim 
presented in clean version will constitute an assertion that it has not been changed 
relative to the immediate prior version except to omit markings that may have 
been present in the immediate prior version of the claims. 

(D) A claim being canceled must be indicated as "canceled;" the text of the claim 
must not be presented. Providing an instruction to cancel is optional. 

(E) Any claims added by amendment must be indicated as "new" and the text of 
the claim must not be underlined. 

(F) All of the claims in each amendment paper must be presented in ascending 
numerical order. Consecutive canceled or not entered claims may be aggregated 
into one statement (e.g., Claims 1 - 5 (canceled)). 

A canceled claim can be reinstated only by a subsequent amendment presenting the 
claim as a new claim with a new claim number. 



Example of listing of claims: 
Claims 1-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (withdrawn): A process for molding a bucket. 

Claim 7 (previously presented): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A bucket with a §reen blue handle. 
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Claim 9 (withdrawn): The process for molding a 
bucket of claim 6 using molten plastic material. 

Claim 10 (original): The bucket of claim 8 with a wooden handle. 

Claim 11 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (previously presented): A bucket having a circumferential upper lip. 
Claim 13 (not entered) 

Claim 14 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom.< 

37 CFR 1.121(g) permits the Office to make amendments to the specification, including 
the claims, by examiner's amendments without paragraph/section/claim replacement in 
the 

interest of expediting prosecution and reducing cycle time. Additions or deletions of 
subject matter in the specification, including the claims, may be made by instructions to 
make the change at a precise location in the specification or the claims. >Examiner's 
amendments do not need to comply with paragraphs (b)(1 ), (b)(2), or (c) of 37 CFR 
1.121 < See MPEP §1302.04. 

*>D. < Amendments to the Drawing 

**>Any changes to an application drawing must comply with 37 CFR 1 .84 and must be 
submitted on a replacement sheet of drawings. The replacement sheet of drawings 
must be 

an attachment to the amendment document and must be identified in the top margin as 
"Replacement Sheet." The replacement drawing sheet must include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
amended. 

The figure or figure number of the amended drawing(s) must not be labeled as 
"amended." 

A marked-up copy of any amended drawing figure, including annotations indicating the 
changes made, may be included. The marked-up copy must be clearly labeled as 
"Annotated Marked-up Drawings" and must be presented in the amendment or remarks 
section that explains the change to the drawings. A marked-up copy of any amended 
drawing figure, including annotations indicating the changes made, must be provided 
when required by the examiner.< 

An explanation of the changes made must be presented in >the "Amendments to the 
Drawings" or< the remarks section of the amendment >document<. If the changes to 
the 

drawing figure(s) are not approved by the examiner, applicant will be notified in the next 
Office action. ** 



